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ready to acknowledge faith and spiritual insight even
in others than the Jews (Luke 7: i-io ; Matt. 8: 5-13).
The centurion of whom we read in these verses
was an interesting character. He was a Gentile who
had been attracted by the monotheism of the Jews
and had generously built a synagogue for them. He
was a kindly disposed man, as we can see from the
deep personal interest which he took in his servant
who was ill. In spite of his official position and the
authority which he exercised, he was very humble
and fully believed that Jesus could heal the servant
even without coming into the house. As an officer of
the army he was used to enforcing discipline, and we
may surmise that in his own personal life he insisted
upon some of the discipline which he enforced on
others. Jesus marvelled at this man's faith and gave
utterance to that profound saying, 'Many shall come
from the East and the West and shall sit down with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of
Heaven. But the children of the Kingdom shall be
cast out into outer darkness'. It is significant that
Jesus thus recognized real spiritual goodness and
power in one who did not belong to His own faith.
We do not even know whether He pressed him to
become His follower or whether He let him continue
in his own religion. On this point we have no evidence
either the one way or the other in the Gospels. But
we do know that Jesus was impressed by the intense
faith of the man, and expressed publicly His convic-
tion that there were many others like him who shall
have a place in the Kingdom of Heaven while the
children of the Kingdom themselves shall be cast out.